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Annual Faculty Report 
College of Visual and Performing Arts 

Period covered by this report:  September 1, 2013 - December 31, 2013 
 

Dr. Kimberly Sparr 
 

Academic Title: Assistant Professor Administrative Title: Assistant Professor 

 

Department/School: Music 

 
Teaching 

 
Teaching Self-Appraisal 

 

In my first semester as a full-time professor at Texas Tech, I succeeded in guiding viola 

students through a transitional period. From the beginning of school year, I established a 

respectful rapport with the students and made sure that the students kept harmonious 

relationships with each other. I succeeded in providing a supportive and challenging 

atmosphere in my studio. My teaching was effective, because I catered to the needs of each 

individual student. In private lessons, students responded positively to concentration on 

fundamentals combined with open musical expression. I introduced new concepts and 

materials while incorporating ideas from previous teachers.  To help build a strong and 

nurturing studio, I revived and directed the “Viola Choir!”. While coaching this ensemble and 

various other chamber music groups, I passed on my passion for ensemble playing and the 

collaborative spirit.  I prepared students for recitals, competitions, and graduate school 

prescreened recordings. I encouraged students to take advantage of performance opportunities 

and projects that lead to advancement or further study. One of my students was a runner up in 

the string area concerto competition. Two students were accepted for live auditions for the 

graduate school at Rice University. I guided a DMA student through his chamber music 

recital and also assisted a junior through preparations for her first ever solo viola recital. My 

hope is to build and instill confidence, self respect, and effortless communication in my 

students at Texas Tech. I believe that I have shown my ability to positively impact students 

through teaching them to find their own individual voice. 

 
Assigned Courses 
 

Fall TTU 2013 
Course 
Prefix 

Course 
Number 

Title Section Credit 
Hours 

Enrollment 

MUAP 2001 Applied Music 276 1 2 

MUAP 3002 Applied Music 276 1 1 

MUAP 4001 Applied Music 276 1 2 

MUAP 4002 Applied Music 276 1 1 

MUSI 8303 Doctoral Performance Project III 001 3 1 

MUAP 3190 Junior Recital 276 1 1 

MUAP 4190 Senior Recital 276 1 1 

MUEN 3106 Small Ensemble 238 1 3 

MUEN 3106 Small Ensemble 239 1 3 
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Individual Student Instruction or Supervision 
 
Graduate Theses and Dissertations:  Committee Chair or Co-Chair 

 
Dissertation Committee Chair 
Garcia, Tonatiuh, "Between Assimilation And Resistance Of Western Musical Culture: 

Traces Of Nationalsim On Jose Pablo Moncayo's Viola Sonata.," Completed August 

2014. 

 
Student Achievements (undergraduate and graduate majors) 

 

Duong, Tam, Awards, Tam Duong received "runner up" in the string area concerto 

competition.  She performed the Bartok Concerto for Viola and Orchestra. 

 

Lien, Victoria, Awards, Victoria Lien has been announced one of the "2013 Who's Who 

Among Students in American Universities and Colleges". 

 
Research and Creative Scholarship 

 
Research and Creative Self-Appraisal 

 

During my first semester at Texas Tech, I was able to fulfill my job as an artist-performer by 

staying active and performing at the highest level. As a chamber musician collaborating with 

other faculty members of the School of Music, I premiered “Crossroads” by John Harbison.  I 

promoted new music by performing the West Texas premiere of Kenji Bunch’s “The 3 Gs”.  

As a soloist, I presented a faculty recital which featured varied repertoire from the viola 

literature.  In August, I took the audition for and was appointed to the position of principal 

viola of the Lubbock Symphony Orchestra. I’ve lead the viola section in eight concerts this 

season.  Several of my students are members of the section, and I feel that I have been 

successful in teaching them about professional orchestral technique and etiquette. I’ve made 

connections with musicians from outside of Lubbock including playing with Harry Connick 

Jr. and his band.  I believe it is important to embrace the opportunity to work with performers 

outside of the classical world so that I am able to experience various genres of music.  I 

established relationships within the department by volunteering to play on Jeffrey Lastrapes’ 

faculty recital and I also performed in a viola quartet on a student’s DMA chamber music 

recital. My chamber group, the Atlantic Chamber Ensemble, was awarded the 2014 

Adventurous Programming Award from Chamber Music America for the programs we 

presented in 2013. 

 
Publications (include those accepted but not yet published) 

 
Non-Peer-reviewed/refereed 

 

My Darling Fury Recording (Published) 
Sparr, K. (2013). "The End of the World". Licking Wounds. Richmond, Virginia: Songwire 

Studios. 

 
Creative Activity 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Symphony Orchestra Member, Principal, "Lubbock 
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Symphony Orchestra (2)," Lubbock Symphony Orchestra, Lubbock, Texas, Non-

Academic, Local, by Audition. I am the principal violist of the Lubbock Symphony 

Orchestra. It is my responsibility to perform at the highest level and lead the ensemble of 

the viola section by choosing bowings and assisting the maestro with decisions regarding 

articulation, style, and phrasing. (September 8, 2013 - December 1, 2014). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Participation, "Tonatiuh Garcia Jimenez DMA Collaborative 

Recital," Viola Quartet, Texas Tech University, Lubbck, Texas, US, Academic, Local. I 

performed in and coached a viola quartet on Tonatiuh Garcia's DMA recital. The piece 

was York Bowen's "Fantasia for Four Violas". (November 17, 2013). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Free-lance, "Performance with Harry Connick Jr.," Harry 

Connick Jr., Midland, Texas, Non-Academic, National, by Invitation. I performed 

onstage with Harry Connick Jr. on one of his fall tour concerts. (November 13, 2013). 

 

Sparr, K., Ankrum, Q., Music Performance - Full Solo Recital, "Kimberly Sparr Faculty 

Viola Recital," Kimberly Sparr, Lubbock, Texas, US, Academic, Local. I performed a 

full faculty recital in Hemmle Recital Hall. The program included: Hindemith Sonata for 

Viola and Piano Op. 11 No. 4, Johannes Brahms' "Zwei Gesange", Henri Vieutemps "La 

Nuit", Rebecca Clarke "Morpheus", and Georges Ensesco's "Concertstucke". (October 

20, 2013). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Participation, "Jeffrey Lastrapes Faculty Cello Recital," 

Lubbock, Texas, Academic, Local, by Invitation. I played in a small baroque ensemble 

for a Telemann Duo concerto with Jeffrey Lastrapes and Susanna Self. (September 19, 

2013). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "John Harbison's Crossroads (co-

premiere)," Lubbock, Texas, Academic, National, by Invitation. I played the premiere of 

"Crossroads" by John Harbison. I also performed "The 3 Gs" by Kenji Bunch. 

(September 13, 2013). 

 

Ankrum, Q., Anderson, A., Chalex Boyle, A., Gilbert, J., Morton, M., Lastrapes, J., Sparr, K., 

Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "John Harbison's Crossroads (co-

premiere)," Texas Tech University faculty, Texas Tech University School of Music and 

Chamber Music Amarillo, Lubbock, TX, USA, Non-Academic, National, by 

Commission. Consortium Commission Co-premiere performance of John Harbison's 

latest work "Crossroads" for String Quartet, Double Bass, Oboe, and Voice (Mezzo 

soprano or Soprano), poetry by Louise Glück. (September 13, 2013). 

 

Ankrum, Q., Anderson, A., Chalex Boyle, A., Gilbert, J., Morton, M., Lastrapes, J., Sparr, K., 

Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "John Harbison's Crossroads (co-

premiere)," Texas Tech University faculty, Texas Tech University School of Music and 

Chamber Music Amarillo, Lubbock, TX, USA, Non-Academic, National, by 

Commission. Consortium Commission Co-premiere performance of John Harbison's 

latest work "Crossroads" for String Quartet, Double Bass, Oboe, and Voice (Mezzo 

soprano or Soprano), poetry by Louise Glück. (September 13, 2013). 

 

Ankrum, Q., Anderson, A., Chalex Boyle, A., Gilbert, J., Morton, M., Lastrapes, J., Sparr, K., 

Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "John Harbison's Crossroads (co-

premiere)," Texas Tech University faculty, Texas Tech University School of Music and 

DJ
Typewritten Text
9-3



 Annual Faculty Report 

Kimberly Sparr 

Page 4 of 7 
 

Chamber Music Amarillo, Lubbock, TX, USA, Non-Academic, National, by 

Commission. Consortium Commission Co-premiere performance of John Harbison's 

latest work "Crossroads" for String Quartet, Double Bass, Oboe, and Voice (Mezzo 

soprano or Soprano), poetry by Louise Glück. (September 13, 2013). 

 
Workshops/Seminars Presented 

 

Chamber Music Coaching, Youth Orchestras of Lubbock Chamber Music Program, 10 

participants. (November 18, 2013 - April 13, 2015). 

 

Private Lesson, 1 participant. (October 24, 2013). 

 

Viola Sectionals, Youth Orchestras of Lubbock, 10 participants. (September 23, 2013). 

 
Service 

 
Service Self-Appraisal 

 

I actively sought out recruitment activities so that I could reach out to students in other cities 

and let them know about the wonderful education Texas Tech has to offer.  I traveled to 

Midland/Odessa and Dallas to recruit. I served on a violin Master’s recital committee in the 

string department.  I also judged the flute, tuba/euphonium, and string area concerto 

competitions. As a service to the College of Visual and Performing Arts, I served one time on 

the Graduate Appeals Committee. I volunteered and presented the concept of sound 

production for a class in the Physics Department. In the city of Lubbock, I ran string 

sectionals with the Lubbock Youth Symphony and continue to coach chamber music with the 

YOLCMP.  I also worked with an ensemble at First United Methodist Church and the 

Lubbock Chorale. 

 
College Committees 

 

Grade Appeals, Committee Member, approximately 3 hours One Time, appointed, Pro Bono. 

The committee determined that the grade should be upheld. This was my first activity as 

a voting member on a committee within the CVPA. I worked alongside other faculty 

from the School of Art and Theater. I learned about operating policies. (November 1, 

2013). 

 
Department Committees 

 

Strings At Texas Tech, Recruitment Activity, approximately 48 hours One Time, Pro Bono. 

(December 4, 2013 - December 5, 2013). 

 

Alex Norris MM Violin Recital Committee, Committee Member, approximately 2 hours One 

Time, Pro Bono. Alex Norris passed this recital. (December 1, 2013). 

 

Tuba/Euphonium Studio, Competition Adjudicator/Juror, approximately 2 hours One Time, 

Pro Bono. (November 23, 2013). 

 

Flute Studio, Competition Adjudicator/Juror, approximately 2 hours One Time, Pro Bono. 

(November 19, 2013). 
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Tonatiuh Garcia DMA Chamber Recital, Committee Chair. (November 17, 2013). 

 

Tam Duong Senior Viola Recital, Committee Chair. (November 16, 2013). 

 

String Area Concerto Competition, Competition Adjudicator/Juror, approximately 2 hours 

One Time, Pro Bono. Meghan Poppe won the competition playing the Barber Violin 

Concerto. (November 15, 2013). 

 

Strings at Texas Tech, Recruitment Activity, approximately 7 hours One Time, Pro Bono. 

(November 13, 2013 - November 14, 2013). 

 

Kelly Lynch Junior Cello Recital, Committee Member. (November 11, 2013). 

 

Viola Choir, Coach, approximately 5 hours Weekly, Pro Bono. The entire studio performed 

Theodore Richter's March for Six Violas. (October 7, 2013). 

 
Professionally-related Community Activities (public school activities; active membership on 
local boards) 

 

Lubbock Chorale, Lubbock, TX (December 10, 2013 - December 12, 2013). 

 
Creative, Academic, and Research Partnerships 

 

Physics of Sound and Music Class, I performed with Richard Meek for the Physics of Sound 

and Music class.  After playing, the students did a Fournier analysis of tone., 

Collaboration with TTU - Arts & Sciences. (October 31, 2013). 

 
General Self Appraisal 

 

As this is my first semester as a full-time assistant professor, I adapted to an entirely new 

lifestyle with a different schedule and environment in academia. I worked on balancing 

teaching with performing. I adjusted to prioritize my students’ work.  I communicated 

with different types of people, be it students or faculty.  I networked. 

 
Plans for the Next Academic Year 

 
Collaborate with more faculty. 

Commission a new piece for solo viola. 

Give Masterclasses. 

Present Clinics. 

Attend TMEA Conference 

Help Create a more VIBRANT LUBBOCK! –  

Grow the Viola Studio 

Research and Obtain more Rep for Viola Choir! 

 
Teaching 

Invite Guests for Masterclasses 

Grow Studio 

Add Scale Class 
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More demanding/higher standards 

 
Scholarship and its Equivalents 

Look for Opportunities to: 

Perform with Orchestra Outside of Lubbock 

Perform Chamber Music Outside of Lubbock 

Travel to play with ACE 

 
Service 

Serve on More Recital Committees 

Perform in Venues throughout Lubbock – not just at the School of Music 

Collaborate with other departments. 

 
Ways the University, School, and Department could be more supportive of your work and 
development 

My studio does not have windows and the lights are so bright that I get severe headaches in 

the middle of the day, so I must take time out to let my eyes rest. I think that my students 

would also benefit from having lessons in a studio with non-offensive light.  The School of 

Music could invite my chamber group to play a concert/give masterclasses. 
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Annual Faculty Report 
College of Visual and Performing Arts 

Chair/Director's Assessment 
Period covered by this report:  September 1, 2013 - December 31, 2013 

 
Dr. Kimberly Sparr 
Music 
 

 

The chair/director is to review the statements made by the faculty member and using such other evidence 

as may be available, make an assessment of the faculty member's contributions for the past year. 

 

This assessment is to be discussed with the faculty member before this and the faculty member's 

statements are forwarded to the dean. 

 

Teaching 
 

 

Research & Creative Scholarship 
 

 

Service 
 

 

Overall Evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Chair/Director  Faculty Member 
  The above signature acknowledges that I have 

read the director's evaluation and nothing more. 
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Annual Faculty Report 
College of Visual and Performing Arts 

Period covered by this report:  January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017 
 

Dr. Kimberly Sparr 
 

Academic Title: Assistant Professor Administrative Title: Assistant Professor 

 
Department/School: Music 

 
Teaching 

 
Teaching Self-Appraisal 

 
I am proud of my ideas and feel that I am able to clearly communicate with my students. I 

believe that I am teaching much more than just music. I am setting them up to be professional 

performers and educators. I push them because I care and I have high expectations for their 
success. I have had to deal with some interesting situations but, by being patient and 

supportive, I am able to navigate and steer students in the right direction. My students inspire 

me and they inspire each other. 
 

I am very excited to report that I hosted my “dream” viola weekend (Viola Rodeo) in October 

2017. This celebration of the viola was comprised of: two sessions of wellness for violists – 

with guest kripalu yoga instructor Clare Howard, a viola “Play-In” (all attendees invited) 
focusing on viola ensemble repertoire, three masterclasses (two by guest artist Jason Bonham 

and one by me), a joint guest artist/faculty recital, and our TTU Viola Rodeo studio recital. 

Every one of my students performed on the studio recital. This gave the students a chance to 
bond and celebrate our instrument.   

 

I am continuing with my annual studio project. This year we are focusing on arpeggios. I am 

having graduate students share their repertoire and pedagogy research projects with our 
studio. My graduate students are studying and writing in depth about interesting topics such 

as: arts and wellness, contemporary repertoire, technique through orchestral excerpts, and 

performance practice. Because my students are playing at a much higher level, I am able to 
collaborate and perform with them. I performed Bowen’s Fantasy Quartet with three of my 

graduate students on our studio recital.  

 
Several of my students attended prestigious summer music festivals including: National 

Orchestral Institute, Brevard Music Center, Orvieto (Italy) Chamber Music Program, 

National Music Festival. Graduate student Alicia Keener was named the James Collier Britt 

Orchestra 2017 viola fellow this past summer. Their acceptance in to these high profile 
programs is very encouraging and makes me happy to realize that they are playing 

comparatively well with other viola students in the country 

 
I am happy to have been awarded the 2017 Raiders Who Rock Unsung Hero Award from 

Texas Tech University. My students nominated me for this award. 

 
Assigned Courses 
 
Spring TTU 2017 
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Course 
Prefix 

Course 
Number 

Title Section Credit 
Hours 

Enrollment 

MUAP 1002 Applied Music 276 1 6 

MUAP 2002 Applied Music 276 1 2 

MUAP 3001 Applied Music 276 1 2 

MUAP 3002 Applied Music 276 1 1 

MUAP 5001 Applied Music 276 1 2 

MUAP 5302 Applied Music Literature 005 3 2 

MUAP 3190 Junior Recital 276 1 1 

MUAP 6301 Master’s Recital I 002 3 2 

MUSI 7000 Research 033 1 1 

MUEN 3106 Small Ensemble 237 1 1 

MUEN 5106 Small Ensemble 207 1 1 

MUEN 5106 Small Ensemble 237 1 3 

 
Fall TTU 2017 

Course 
Prefix 

Course 
Number 

Title Section Credit 
Hours 

Enrollment 

MUAP 1001 Applied Music 276 1 1 

MUAP 2001 Applied Music 276 1 4 

MUAP 3001 Applied Music 276 1 2 

MUAP 4001 Applied Music 276 1 2 

MUAP 5001 Applied Music 276 1 3 

MUAP 5302 Applied Music Literature 004 3 1 

MUSI 7000 Research 024 1 2 

MUEN 3106 Small Ensemble 242 1 4 

 
Student Achievements (undergraduate and graduate majors) 

 

Hoff, Brittany, Acceptance and Full Tuition to Brevard Music Institute, Brevard Music 
Center stands as one of this country's premier summer training programs and festivals. 

More than 400 gifted students, ages 14 through post-college, come to the Music Center 

every summer to study with a distinguished faculty of over 80 artists from the nation's 

leading orchestras, colleges, and conservatories. 
 

Haron, Jaber, Acceptance and Scholarship to Orvieto Musica Festival, Italy, Jaber Haron 

attended the Orvieto Chamber Music Festival in Italy: 
    Admittance limited to 8 string players and 2 pianists 

    Daily coachings and master classes 

    Emphasis on string quartet and piano trio repertoire, as well  as larger ensemble repertoire 
    4-8 performances in historic buildings 

    Vocal chamber music with “Art of Song” vocalists 

    Keyboard chamber music 

    Italian language and culture classes. 
 

Hoff, Brittany, Acceptance to the Lubbock Symphony Orchestra. 

 
Cornett, Sarah, Acceptance to the Lubbock Symphony Orchestra. 

 

Keener, Alicia, Acceptance to the National Orchestral Institute and Festival, Alicia Keener 
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participated in performances and masterclasses at the NOI at University of Maryland, 
College Park.  

 

Inspiring conductors. World-renowned faculty. Adventuresome programming. These are the 

hallmarks of the National Orchestral Institute + Festival where great performers commit 
to a vibrant and reimagined world of symphony orchestras in community and beyond.  

 

For more than a generation, the National Orchestral Institute has nurtured the development of 
America’s most gifted young orchestral musicians. During this month-long festival of 

electrifying performances – from chamber recitals to full orchestra concerts, these young 

artists perform with commitment and prowess.  Festival events are on stage and offstage, 
both here at The Clarice and in our community, as the musicians of NOI+F forge a bright 

path for the future of orchestras. 

 

Jimenez Rojas, Jailene, Internships, Jailene (Violet) Jimenez has a paid summer internship at 
the Rock N Rock Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio. 

 

Keener, Alicia, James Collier Britt Orchestra Fellowship, Alicia Keener was the 2017 viola 
recipient of a fellowship to the Britt Festival in Oregon. The James Collier Britt 

Orchestra Fellowship program provides aspiring musicians the unique opportunity to 

rehearse and perform alongside members of the Britt Orchestra under the baton of Music 
Director Teddy Abrams. All orchestral fellows are mentored by a professional orchestral 

musician, and in some cases their mentor is the section principal. The fellows form a 

chamber ensemble, choose their own repertoire, and provide outreach performances in 

the southern Oregon community. 

 
Research and Creative Scholarship 

 
Research and Creative Self-Appraisal 

 
The nature of a violist is to provide support and balance. Our middle register is most often the 

inner voice, harmony, and sits in the center of the sound in orchestral and chamber repertoire. 

I played this role for a number of years but this year decided to push myself to explore my 
own originality as a solo artist. I completed the Liquid Fire video for electric viola and 

electronics. I performed Jennifer Higdon’s Concerto with the University Symphony 

Orchestra. I was honored to be the second violist ever to have played this piece with 

orchestra. I performed Brandenburg 6 with one of my festival apprentices from Yale at the 
National Music Festival. I was principal viola for a new string orchestra recording of 

Verklärte Nacht for Naxos. I collaborated with TTU SWE at TMEA (on electric viola). I 

continued to perform with the Atlantic Chamber Ensemble. Our concerts are becoming more 
exploratory and we received a $30,000 grant from the Blank Foundation towards a new 

commission by Mason Bates. I served on the faculty of the National Music Festival. My duo 

(Farny/Sparr) was awarded a residency at Avaloch where we worked with Caroline Mallonee 

on a new piece. I commissioned two new pieces this year (“ABC” for viola and electronics by 
Molly Joyce and “Storm King Suite” for cello/viola duo by Caroline Mallonee). I gave a joint 

viola recital at TTU with guest artist Jason Bonham and performed with new faculty. I played 

with top notch musicians from all over the country at Colorado Music Festival. At CMF, I 
performed the Brahms Clarinet Quintet with the principal clarinetist of the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic. I performed and taught masterclasses at universities in Las Vegas (UNLV) and 

Richmond (VCU). At one point in the fall semester of 2017, I was performing a different duo 
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each week on TTU faculty members’ recitals. I believe that my colleagues seek opportunities 
to perform with me because of my engaging musicianship and collaborative spirit. The duo 

works I played (Koetsier with trumpet, Clarke with clarinet, and Zare with saxophone) were 

all challenging and obscure but I have very much enjoyed discovering new configurations 

and sounds through collaboration.  Through this year’s performances, I have discovered a 
new persona – one that is entirely confident and excited to explore my individuality and 

creativity and to contribute to my field. 

 
Publications (include those accepted but not yet published) 

 
Peer-reviewed/refereed 

 

Documentary Film Soundtrack (Published) 
Sparr, K. (2017). "Between Earth and Sky: Climate Change on the Final Frontier" 

Documentary. Lubbock, TX:.  (3) 

 
Non-Peer-reviewed/refereed 

 

Music Video (Published) 
Sparr, K. (2017). Rusty Banks "Liquid Fire" Electric Viola Music Video. (4) 

 
Papers Presented (include organization, place, date) 

 

Sparr, K., Viola Rodeo Weekend, TTU School of Music, Texas Tech, "Viola Rodeo," peer-

reviewed/refereed. (October 28, 2017). (3) 

 
Creative Activity 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Symphony Orchestra Member, Principal, "Lubbock 

Symphony Orchestra (3)." (January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Participation, "Nutcracker Ballet (2)." (December 11, 2017 - 

December 18, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Participation, "Christopher Koch & Susanna Self Guest Artist 

& Faculty Recital (2)." (November 3, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Master Class Presenter, "Viola Masterclass for TTU Viola 

Rodeo 2017 (2)." I presented a masterclass for college and high school students as a part 

of Viola Rodeo weekend 2017. (October 29, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "Viola Rodeo Studio Recital (2)." I 

performed PDQ Bach's Sonata for Viola Four Hands with Mark Morton, harpsichord and 

Blair Williams, viola. I also performed York Bowen's Fantasy Quartet for Four Violas 
with my graduate TAs as a part of the TTU viola studio's Viola Rodeo Recital. (October 

29, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Williams, B., Morton, M., Music Performance - Participation, "Viola Rodeo, PDQ 
Bach-Sonata for Viola 4 Hands and Harpsichord, S. 440 (2)," Lubbock, Texas, USA, 

Non-Academic, Local. (October 29, 2017). 
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Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "Kimberly Sparr & Jason Bonham 

Guest Artist & Faculty Viola Recital 21)." Jason Bonham, guest viola, and I shared a 

recital program as a part of Viola Rodeo 2017. I performed Schubert Arpeggione. Mr. 

Bonham and I played Scott Slapin's Nocturne Duo for Two Violas. (October 28, 2017). 
 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Symphony Orchestra Member, Principal, "LakeRidge 

Chamber Orchestra (2)." (October 27, 2017). 
 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "Andrew Stetson Faculty Trumpet 

Recital (2)." I performed Jan Koetsier's Duo Giocoso for Andrew Stetson's faculty 
trumpet recital. (October 15, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "David Shea Faculty Clarinet 

Recital (2)." I performed Rebecca Clarke's Prelude, Allegro, and Pastorale Duo for David 
Shea's recital. (October 5, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "David Dees Faculty Saxophone 
Recital (2)." I performed Roger Zare's "Kugelblitz" duo for viola and saxophone for 

David Dees' faculty recital. (September 27, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Full Chamber Recital, "Avaloch Music Farm and Institute 

Residency (4)." I commissioned and workshopped Caroline Mallonee's Storm King Suite 

for Viola and Cello with the composer and Natasha Farny, cello. (September 10, 2017 - 

September 17, 2017). 
 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "ACE - Grace Covenant August 

Musicales (4)," Atlantic Chamber Ensemble, ACE, Richmond, VA, USA. (August 22, 
2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Symphony Orchestra Member, Principal, "Colorado Music 

Festival Orchestra (4)," Colorado Music Festival, Chautauqua, Boulder, CO, USA. I 
performed as Asst. Principal and Principal Viola with CMF for the 2017 season. (June 

29, 2017 - August 4, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "CMF Presents: Boris Allakhverdyn 

(4)," Colorado Music Festival Musicians, Chautauqua, Boulder, CO, USA. I performed 

the Brahms Clarinet Quintet and Tchaikovsky Autumn Song from The Seasons with 
Boris Allakhverdyn, principal clarinet of the Las Vegas Philharmonic. The other 

performers were my CMF colleagues who are principal players in the Kansas City, 

Calgary, and San Antonio Symphonies. (July 29, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Master Class Presenter, "Band and Orchestra Camp at TTU 

(2)." I ran viola sectionals and coached a string quartet for Band and Orchestra Camp 

2017. I also presented a masterclass on July 12, 2017. (July 9, 2017 - July 15, 2017). 
 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Symphony Orchestra Member, Principal, "National Music 

Festival Orchestra (4)," Chestertown, Maryland. I performed as principal of the NMF 
Chamber and Festival Orchestras. Repertoire included Mahler 4, Strauss Der 

Rosenkavalier, Schoenberg Verklarte Nacht, and Shostakovich Symphony No. 5. (June 6, 

2017 - June 17, 2017). 
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Sparr, K., Music Performance - Concerto Soloist, "National Music Festival Bach 

Brandenburg 6 (4)," Chestertown, Maryland. (June 6, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Full Chamber Recital, "ACE - Trinity Concert Series (4)," 
Atlatnic Chamber Ensemble, Richmond, Virginia, Non-Academic. I performed music of 

Arnold Bax, Ennio Morricone, Joan Tower, Bernhard Crussel, and Heinrich Luft for the 

Guest Artist Series at St. Paul's in Wilmington, NC. (April 28, 2017). 
 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Master Class Presenter, "Viola Masterclass at Virginia 

Commonwealth University (3)," Richmond, Virginia, Academic, National. I presented a 
masterclass for undergraduate violists at VCU - members of Molly Sharp's studio. (April 

24, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Free-lance, "CRRVA Mozart Festival Symphony (3)," 
Classical Revolution Richmond, Candela Gallery, Richmond, VA, Non-Academic. I 

performed several Mozart Symphonies for the Mozart Festival in Richmond, Virginia. 

(April 23, 2017). 
 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Full Chamber Recital, "ACE - Guest Artists Series at St. 

Paul's (4)," Atlantic Chamber Ensemble, Wilmington, North Carolina, Non-Academic, 
National. I performed music of Arnold Bax, Ennio Morricone, Joan Tower, Bernhard 

Crussel, and Heinrich Luft for the Guest Artist Series at St. Paul's in Wilmington, NC. 

(April 21, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Ballet Lubbock Premiere, ""Click" Ballet Premiere (3)," Ballet Lubbock, Lubbock, 

Texas, Non-Academic, Local. I played viola and appeared onstage for the premiere 

production of "Click" A Live Dance & Music Experience with original score by Amy and 
Scott Faris. Choreography by Yvonne Racz (April 7, 2017 - April 8, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., "Las Vegas Philharmonic Concert (3)," Las Vegas Philharmonic, Las Vegas, 

Nevada, Non-Academic, National. I performed Brahms Requiem, a premiere by Bellor, 
and the Schumann Overture, Scherzo, and Finale at Reynolds Hall in the Smith Center 

under Maestro Donato Cabrera. (April 1, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Master Class Presenter, "Masterclass for Las Vegas High 

School Violists (2)," UNLV, Las Vegas, Nevada, Academic, National. I gave a 

masterclass for advanced high school students of Jason Bonham and Sharon Street-
Caldwell. (April 1, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Master Class Presenter, "Viola Masterclass at University of 

Las Vegas (3)," Las Vegas, Nevada, Academic, National. I gave a viola masterclass for 
UNLV students of Jason Bonham. (March 31, 2017). 

 

Sparr, K., Music Performance - Concerto Soloist, "Jennifer Higdon Viola Concerto (3)," TTU 
Symphony Orchestra, Lubbock, Texas, Academic, Local. I was the second soloist (after 

the premiere by Roberto Diaz) to perform the Higdon Viola Concerto (February 19, 

2017). 
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Sparr, K., Music Performance - Concerto Soloist, "Mason Bates "Mothership" at TMEA (3)," 
TTU Symphonic Wind Ensemble, San Antonio, Texas, Academic, State. I played electric 

viola as a featured soloist on Mason Bates' "Mothership" at TMEA in the Lila Cockrell 

Theater. (February 9, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "Chamber Music Amarillo 

"Concerto Extraordinaire" Run Out (3)," Chamber Music Amarillo, Ritz Theater, 

Wellington, Texas, Non-Academic, State. I performed the Brahms Quintet and Ginastera 
for Chamber Music Amarillo and their WTAMU School of Music Showcase in a 

Suitcase series. (January 8, 2017). 

 
Sparr, K., Music Performance - Partial Chamber Recital, "Chamber Music Amarillo 

"Concerto Extraordinaire" (3)," Chamber Music Amarillo, Amarillo Botanical Gardens, 

Texas, Non-Academic, State. I performed Ginastera Variaciones Concertantes, Bach 

Double, and the Brahms Quintet. (January 7, 2017). 

 
Grants 

 
Requested 

 
Sparr, K., Grant, "Allan and Margot Blank Foundation," Foundation, $20,000.00, In 

Development. (Submitted 2017, Funded 2017 - 2018) 

 
Professional Service 

 
Other 

 

Board Member/Foundation, Caerus Ensemble, Lubbock, Texas, US. (December 1, 2014 - 

Present). 
 

Board Member/Foundation, Atlantic Chamber Ensemble, Richmond, Virginia, US. 

(September 1, 2014 - Present). 

 
Service 

 
Service Self-Appraisal 

 
In 2017, I served on twelve recital committees, one DMA thesis defense, and one DMA area 

exam. I served on the board of two non profits: Caerus Ensemble and the Atlantic Chamber 

Ensemble. I served on the Deans Advisory Committee in Spring 2017.  I served on the 

Faculty Collaborations Committee. In April 2017, I became a foster parent. 
 
University Committees 

 
Laura Cavazos and Ophelia Powell-Malone Mentoring Program, Faculty Mentor, Pro Bono. 

(August 24, 2016 - Present). 

 
College Committees 

 

Musicology Search Committee, Committee Member Weekly, appointed, Pro Bono. 
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(September 1, 2017 - Present). 
 

Deans Advisory Committee, Committee Member Monthly, appointed, Pro Bono. (September 

1, 2016 - September 1, 2017). 

 
Awards and Research Committee, Committee Member, appointed, Pro Bono. (May 24, 2016 

- September 1, 2017). 

 
Department Committees 

 

Faculty Recital Series, Committee Member, approximately 5 hours, Pro Bono. (April 24, 
2015 - Present). 

 

Nicole Cherry DMA Violin Recital, Committee Member. (December 2, 2017). 

 
Leo Garza MM Violin Recital, Committee Member. (November 2, 2017). 

 

Justus Ross Senior Violin Recital, Committee Member. (October 30, 2017). 
 

Yoga for Musicians, Event Organizer. (October 28, 2017 - October 29, 2017). 

 
Viola Ensemble "Play-In", Event Organizer. (October 28, 2017). 

 

Jason Bonham Masterclasses, Event Organizer. (October 27, 2017 - October 28, 2017). 

 
Hannah MacGillvray DMA Chamber Recial, Committee Member. (May 7, 2017). 

 

Lauren Pokorzynski MM Violin Recital, Committee Member. (May 7, 2017). 
 

Nasr Sheikh Junior Viola Recital, Committee Chair. (April 14, 2017). 

 

Nikit Desai Junior Viola Recital, Committee Chair. (April 12, 2017). 
 

Justus Ross Junior Violin Recital, Committee Member. (April 10, 2017). 

 
Alicia Keener MM Viola Recial, Committee Chair. (April 9, 2017). 

 

Nathan Southwick MM Violin Recial, Committee Member, approximately 1 hour One Time. 
(April 9, 2017). 

 

Sarah Huang MM Violin Recial, Committee Member, approximately 1 hour One Time. 

(April 5, 2017). 
 

Silla Darville DMA Area Exam, Committee Member, approximately 2 hours One Time. 

(April 4, 2017). 
 

Heather Lambert Junior Violin Recital, Committee Member One Time. (April 3, 2017). 

 
Sila Darville DMA Thesis Defense, Committee Member One Time. (March 28, 2017). 

 
Professionally-related Community Activities (public school activities; active membership on 
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local boards) 
 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Musician, Pittsburgh, PA, USA (December 31, 2017). 

 

Childrens Research and Development Center at TTU, Program Organizer (December 14, 
2017). 

 

Lubbock Chorale, Musician (December 8, 2017). 
 

Caerus Ensemble, Musician (November 11, 2017). 

 
First United Methodist Church, Musician, Lubbock (November 5, 2017). 

 

Penacook School, Outreach Presentation, Penacook, New Hampshire, Inspired young people 

to connect art with music. (September 15, 2017). 
 

Caerus Ensemble, Performer, Lubbock, Texas (January 29, 2017). 

 
Caerus Ensemble, Performer, Lubbock, Texas (January 28, 2017). 

 

Caerus Ensemble, Perfomer, Lubbock, Texas (January 28, 2017). 
 

Caerus Ensemble, Performer, Lubbock, Texas (January 27, 2017). 

 
Service/Performance Partnerships 

 

Collaborations Faculty Chamber Music Series, Public Programs, Events and Resources, 

Research and Creative Activity, Collaborations is a modular-programmed, artist-driven 
chamber music series featuring School of Music faculty in one-hour concerts that are free 

and open to the public. (September 18, 2016 - Present). 

 

LakeRidge Chamber Orchestra Concert, Public Programs, Events and Resources, This public 
concert was the first of a public concert series sponsored by LakeRidge United Methodist 

Church. It featured 35 performers including faculty and graduate students from Texas 

Tech., Texas. (October 27, 2017 - October 2017). 
 

SWE Concert/Open rehearsal at Coronado High School, Public Programs, Events and 

Resources, Research and Creative Activity, Performed as a soloist in a concert/open 
rehearsal of the TTU Symphonic Wind Ensemble at Coronado High School in Lubbock, 

Texas, Texas. (January 29, 2017 - December 2017). 

 
Outreach and Engagement Measurement Instrument (OEMI) 

 

Collaborations Faculty Chamber Music Series, Project Manager, Public Programs, Events 

and Resources, Research and Creative Activity, Community 
Development/Arts/Culture/Civic Life, $0.00, Collaborations is a modular-programmed, 

artist-driven chamber music series featuring School of Music faculty in one-hour concerts 

that are free and open to the public. 
Attending: 100 TTU Students, 25 TTU Faculty, 0 TTU Staff, 0Other 4-Year Institutions 

- students, faculty, staff, 0 Community Colleges - students, instructors, administrators, 0 

K-12 - students, teachers, administrators, 0 Private business & industry, 0 Government 
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and Other Non-Profit, 150 General Public 
 

LakeRidge Chamber Orchestra Concert, Project Manager, Texas, United States, Public 

Programs, Events and Resources, Other (Specify Below) Public Arts Access, $0.00, This 

public concert was the first of a public concert series sponsored by LakeRidge United 
Methodist Church. It featured 35 performers including faculty and graduate students from 

Texas Tech. 

Attending: 100 TTU Students, 13 TTU Faculty, 0 TTU Staff, 0Other 4-Year Institutions 
- students, faculty, staff, 0 Community Colleges - students, instructors, administrators, 0 

K-12 - students, teachers, administrators, 0 Private business & industry, 0 Government 

and Other Non-Profit, 400 General Public 
 

SWE Concert/Open rehearsal at Coronado High School, Key Personnel, Texas, United States, 

Public Programs, Events and Resources, Research and Creative Activity, Community 

Development/Arts/Culture/Civic Life, Education (Pre-K - 20), $0.00, Performed as a 
soloist in a concert/open rehearsal of the TTU Symphonic Wind Ensemble at Coronado 

High School in Lubbock, Texas 

Attending: 0 TTU Students, 0 TTU Faculty, 0 TTU Staff, 0Other 4-Year Institutions - 
students, faculty, staff, 0 Community Colleges - students, instructors, administrators, 0 K-

12 - students, teachers, administrators, 0 Private business & industry, 0 Government and 

Other Non-Profit, 0 General Public 

 
Service Awards 

 

Raiders Who Rock Unsung Hero Award - Top Nominee, Student Engagement @ Texas Tech 

University. (April 11, 2017). 

 
General Self Appraisal 

 

I continue to model behavior which shows my students that they can achieve their dreams 

both personally and professionally. 

 
Plans for the Next Academic Year 

 
My goal for the next upcoming year is to have a healthy lifestyle and to balance performance, 

teaching, and service. Since this is my fifth year, my goal is to be recognized as a valuable 

faculty member in the CVPA and thus be granted tenure and promotion. 
 
Teaching 

I would like to recruit more performance majors. 
I am interested in collaborating with my graduate students on a cross disciplinary research 

project. Possibly for the Arts and Medicine initiative. 

I am interested in attending a contemporary music festival where I can network and perform. 
 
Scholarship and its Equivalents 

Premiere "ABC" and "Storm King Suite" 

Produce another music video - possibly Bach or Britten 
Make more contacts throughout the country. 

Record with Atlantic Chamber Ensemble.\ 

Update my website. 
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Service 

I will continue to be present for my students and helpful in the CVPA. I will be an actively 

aware member of the faculty at Texas Tech University. 
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Annual Faculty Report 
College of Visual and Performing Arts 

Chair/Director's Assessment 
Period covered by this report:  January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017 

 
Dr. Kimberly Sparr 
Music 
 
I have reviewed the materials submitted by Dr. Kimberly Sparr.  In addition, I reviewed the numerical 

ratings in the various research categories and found them to be appropriate and made modifications where 

necessary.  Coupled with my direct interaction during the calendar year 2017, these materials provide the 
basis for the following review. Dr. Sparr is non-tenured, holding the rank of Assistant Professor, with 

teaching responsibilities in viola.   

 

Teaching 50% 
 

Dr. Sparr has developed a very strong studio that continues to excel.  She makes strategic use of 

graduate students in their designed interaction with the undergraduates in multiple aspects of their 
degree programs.  She is also very aware of each of her students’ individual needs and abilities.  Her 

holistic approach in developing the complete musician is apparent in their performances. 

 
Her student evaluations of course and instructor indicate both through written comments and numeric 

data that Dr. Sparr is valued and respected.  Her student nominated award as a “Raiders Who Rock 

Unsung Hero Award also is indicative of her student’s value in her work.  The Viola Rodeo event is 

one which she is encouraged to continue and expand with School of Music support. 
 

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

 
 

Research & Creative Scholarship 30% 
 
Dr. Sparr had many superior and contrasting experiences in the Creative Scholarship area.  She was 

consistently active and almost always performed in a leading role even when it was not a solo 

performance event.  She participates in several important music festivals, is involved in the premiere of 

new works, is an active collaborator both on and off campus, and she is setting a new example of 
involvement in activities which incorporate other media.  All of this works to enhance her reputation 

and visibility. 

 
FAR EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

 

 

Service 20% 
 

Dr. Sparr had a very consistent record of service in 2017.  As an active performer many of her 

opportunities cross the line into service.  She also continues to serve appropriately on numerous 
School, College and University committees. In terms of serving on student degree graduate committees 

she is one of the most active faculty members in the School of Music. 

 
EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 
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Overall Evaluation 
 

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

 
As Dr. Sparr approaches her mandatory tenure and promotion year she is in excellent shape in all three 

areas of evaluation.  Most importantly her trajectory over her time at Texas Tech has continued to rise 

indicating she holds the potential to be a long term, valued contributor on our campus.  A contributor 
who brings unique perspectives, skills and interests which will help contemporize experiences for 

students for years to come. 

   

Chair/Director  Faculty Member 
  The above signature acknowledges that I 

have read the director's evaluation and 
nothing more. 
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