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Kirsten Docter 
Associate Professor of Viola 
Oberlin College Conservatory of Music  
Kirsten Docter is Associate Professor of Viola at Oberlin Conservatory and is on the viola 
faculty of the Perlman Music Program and the Madeline Island Music Camp. Docter 
formerly served on the chamber music and viola faculty of the Cleveland Institute of Music 
and has given numerous master classes at universities and music schools. She has been a jury 
member of the Primrose International Viola, Fischoff National Chamber Music, and Sphinx 
competitions.  
Kimberly Sparr has no relationship with this reviewer. 

Leslie Straka 
Professor of Viola 
University of Oregon School of Music and Dance  
Leslie Straka joined the University of Oregon faculty in 1987, teaching viola and chamber 
music and performing regularly with the Oregon String Quartet. She served as chair of the 
string department from 1993–2006. She has been a featured artist at the Luzerne Chamber 
Music Center in New York, Festival Miami, the Miami Bach Society, the University of 
Oregon Chamber Music Series, the Oregon Bach Festival, the Red Lodge Festival in 
Montana, the Mainly Mozart and Flagstaff Festivals in Arizona, and the York Festival in 
England. 
Kimberly Sparr has no relationship with this reviewer. 

Scott Rawls 
Associate Professor of Viola 
University of North Carolina Greensboro 
Dr. Rawls currently serves as Professor of Viola and Chamber Music at The University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. He holds a BM degree from Indiana University and a MM 
and DMA from State University of New York at Stony Brook. He plays principal viola in the 
Greensboro Symphony Orchestra and in the festival orchestra at Brevard Music Center 
where he also coordinates the viola program. 
Kimberly Sparr has no relationship with this reviewer. 

Maggie Snyder 
Associate Professor of Viola 
University of Georgia 
Hugh Hodgson School of Music  
Ms. Snyder is on the faculty of the Hugh Hodgson School of Music at the University of 
Georgia, and has served on the faculties of West Virginia University, Ohio University, and 
the University of Alabama, where she was Head of Strings. Ms. Snyder has given 
masterclasses, clinics, and performances at universities and music schools throughout the 
country, including Interlochen Arts Academy, Eastman, Hartt, The University of Rochester, 
The University of Tennessee, The University of Kentucky, and the University of South 
Carolina, among others. 
Kimberly Sparr attended Aspen Music Festival with this reviewer in the late 1990s. 



Sally Chisholm 
Professor of Viola 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 
Mead Witter School of Music  
Sally Chisholm is violist of the Pro Arte Quartet, Professor of Viola, and artist in residence 
at UW-Madison. She is a permanent member of Midsummer’s Music Festival (Door 
County), the Northern Lights Chamber Music Institute (Minnesota), and the Chamber 
Music Society of Minnesota. During the 2013-14 season, Chisholm served as Principal 
Violist of the Chicago Philharmonic. Ms. Chisholm is a board member of the American 
Viola Society. 
Kimberly Sparr has no relationship with this reviewer. 

Ettore Causa 
Associate Professor of Viola 
Yale School of Music 
Having studied at the International Menuhin Music Academy with Alberto Lysy and 
Johannes Eskar, and later at the Manhattan School of Music with Michael Tree, then having 
taught both viola and chamber music for many years at the International Menuhin Music 
Academy, Mr. Causa joined the faculty of the Yale School of Music in 2009. He was awarded 
both the P. Schidlof Prize and the J. Barbirolli Prize for “the most beautiful sound” at the 
prestigious Lionel Tertis International Viola competition in England in 2000. 
Kimberly Sparr has no relationship with this reviewer. 

David Rose 
Associate Professor of Viola 
SUNY Fredonia School of Music  
David Rose has served as the acting assistant principal viola of the San Francisco Symphony. 
David was formerly associate principal viola of the Vancouver Symphony and served for 
eight seasons as principal viola of the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony. Before his position at 
SUNY Fredonia, David was a viola teacher at the University of Waterloo. 
Kimberly Sparr has taught some of Mr. Rose’s students at the National Music Festival. She 
has not met him personally.









 
 





 
Hugh Hodgson School of Music 

Franklin College of Arts and Sciences 

250 River Road  Athens, Georgia 30602-7287  USA 
Telephone 706-542-3737  Fax 706-542-2773  www.music.uga.edu 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution













Dear Professor Dye 

I have reviewed with great interest and attention the materials Professor Sparr has 
submitted for her tenure promotion. 
Although I don’t know her personally and I wasn’t familiar with her playing, I have been 
delighted to hear her recordings and read about her work. 
Professor Sparr is clearly an excellent violist and a first class musician.  
In every performance I had the pleasure to listen, I was very impressed by the fine and 
cultivated music making approach, her playing possesses passion, energy, skill and 
integrity.  

The writing on her teaching philosophy show that Professor Sparr  is not only a 
competent and mature pedagogue but  also some one with an extremely innovative and 
engaging spirit. 
Besides being already a very experiences teacher she seems to be also a very active 
performer with  long list of major appearances as a Soloist, Chamber and Orchestra 
player which enrich even further her profile. 

All this allows me to say with full confidence that Professor Sparr has that unique 
combination of artistic, technical and intellectual gifts, along with leadership capabilities, 
that makes her an invaluable inspiration for all students and colleagues  

In my humble opinion there is no doubt that Kimberly Sparr deserves your full 
consideration for tenure and promotion to Professor 

Sincerely, 

Ettore Causa 
Yale School of Music 
(203)-809-6835 
www.ettorecausa.com 



 

To whom it may concern, 

This letter is in review of Professor Kimberly Sparr, in her application for tenure and promotion 
to the rank of Associate Professor.

I have never met Prof. Sparr personally, but am aware of her professional work and reputation 
as a violist and teacher. In particular, I am aware of the work she has done at the Avaloch 
center, and have sent my own students to the National Music Festival so they may benefit from
her teaching. 

I have reviewed the materials submitted to me and have found Dr. Sparr’s views on teaching to 
be most current and refreshing. I can attest to this first hand as her reputation as a teacher
blooms within my own students who have met and worked with her. 

The effusive student evaluations highlight her impact upon the humans with whom she comes 
into contact. They fall very much in line with her reputation beyond Texas Tech.

The recorded materials show a most diverse offering of musical styles, all played with devotion 
and finesse. Dr. Sparr is well aware of the latest and greatest works to enter the viola repertoire, 
and performs them most admirably.

Her work in commissioning and championing new works is essential within the larger viola 
community, as our ‘canon’ repertoire is small, and can stagnate without curiosity and ambition 
on her level.

I find that her creative and professional activities are a definite asset to the larger viola world, 
and am glad to have her among our numbers. 

If you wish for more information on Dr. Sparr, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 

David Rose 
Associate Professor of Viola
Fredonia State University 
david.rose@fredonia.edu 
716-673-4855 




